
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

IMPACT of WW1 on ARDOCH PARISH 

 

Taken from the records made by Daniel J. McIldowie  in his book “the Parish of Ardoch and the 

Village of Braco” written for the Bicentenary of Ardoch Church in March 1981 and added to by myself 
from other researches. 

”FROM 1910 this was a period of great change and tremendous upheaval in the lives of the people. First and 
most devastating was the World War and its worry about the wellbeing and 
then the distress at the loss of the lives of so many of the young men of the 
parish. After the war came the union of the Churches, the tarmac roads and 
the motor car, the radio, the telephone and electric light and power. There 
was also a change to a more public form of entertainment as opposed to the 
parties and sing songs round the fireside in the homes.                                                                                                          

Through all these troubles and changes and perhaps even strengthened by 
them ran the strong community spirit which has always been a feature of life 
in Ardoch.                                                                                                                                         
Like other parishes we suffered badly from the big post-war influenza 
epidemic and the worst windstorm known then, when the roads were 
blocked for days, by fallen trees. 

When the war broke out the first men to go were the Volunteers. These men had attended a camp for two 
weeks per year and had some training in military discipline. Many young men joined up voluntarily as a great 
wave of patriotism swept the country.  It was rumoured however, that some 
young men had received an envelope containing only a ''white feather''. If this 
were true it could only mean that some young girl whose boyfriend or even 

husband was already away, agreed with the slogan coined about this time 
''We don't want to lose you but we think you ought to go''. As the situation 
we, as a nation were in, got worse, conscription was ordered and only 
certain classes of workers were exempt, particularly those in agriculture 
and forestry and the railways. Some in these categories did volunteer but were 
sent home. Later, all estate workers, farmers sons but not farmers were called 
up. If a young farmer was working his own farm he was told to stay where he 
was but if he was working for his father he was taken. Men who worked for 
timber companies cutting down wood and transporting it to the railway station 
were still exempt as the timber was vitally needed. Those who worked on farms and who were called up 
mostly got leave to help gather in the harvest if the farmer could satisfy a tribunal that their help was 

essential. These military tribunals affected all and there was no appeal against their decision likely to 
succeed.  



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                         

The women took over in many cases as teachers, post men, van drivers and on the land. The van drivers I 
have mentioned I should make clear, were the 
horse drawn vans of the grocers and bakers, and 
some of these came off the road altogether. More 
women did land work on the farms and estate 
gardens and others left to become nurses or work 
''on munitions '' in the cities.  

 

Soldier’s wives and children were hard hit, 
although the allotment which the soldiers had 

already had deducted from their pay was 
supplemented by the government the total was 
still small. 

 

Work parties were formed by the 
women folk who knitted scarves, 
mitts, socks and balaclava helmets 
and they made up parcels of these, 
and sweets and cigarettes if they 

could, for the comfort and to boost 
the morale of the men who, if they 
were in trenches, were suffering cruel 
hardships. The womenfolk also spent 
hour’s hand picking sphagnum moss 
which had been got locally where it 
grew on wet ground on the hills, but it 
was mixed with grasses and each 
single piece of moss had to be 

handpicked before it was dispatched in boxes for use in dressing the wounds in hospital. 

Braco was something of a ghost village, 

but those left behind rallied round and 
found some means of raising money to 
send parcels to the troops. An up to date 
official War Office communique was 
exhibited in the Post Office window and 
told, of advances and retreats, of 
captures and losses and of how many of 
the enemy were killed or taken prisoner . 
Many wives and parents lived in daily 
dread of receiving a telegram from the 
War Office beginning, ''We regret to 

inform you'' and telling of some other 
who had been killed or taken prisoner or 



who had just  simply been ''reported missing'' with the worry of this uncertainty  hanging 
over them. 

We were all involved in this common anxiety and were more closely knit as a community 
than we had ever been or even have been since, as we were so much cut off from what 
was happening in the world and not having any way of knowing how these happenings 
would affect us. 

This position was far worse in the 1914 war than in the 1939 war because then we had 
more news because we had the radio and also we had more transport and didn't feel so 
cut-off. Letters to and from the forces were censored and there were rumours of German 
spies in our midst and that in high places. These rumours were scotched but I think they 
were just born of fear and uncertainty of the future. We were constantly being exhorted 
to be careful in what we wrote and said, even although the slogan ''Be like Dad keep 
Mum'' had not yet been thought up. 

Twenty two men from the parish lost their lives in this 
tragic conflict and their names are inscribed on the 
War Memorial and we remember them on Armistice 
Day by a short Service arranged by the British Legion 
and carried out by the Minister of the parish. The 
headmaster at Greenloaning School was one of the 
unlucky ones, but the headmaster at Braco was able to 
return to his duties. 

The Memorial, whose main feature is an Iona Cross, 

was designed by a man whose mother was a native of 
Ardoch. On erection its care was undertaken by the Parish Council which was a locally 

elected body of men, then on the 
disbanding of the Parish Council, that 
duty was undertaken by the County 
Council until that body was also 
dissolved, and now the Tayside Regional 
Council is responsible. The money for the 
erection of the Memorial was collected in 
the parish and was freely given, as was 
the site by the Drummond Moray family 
who, at that time, owned Ardoch Estate. 

 

Of those who returned some suffered 
from wounds and carried shrapnel in 

their body until their deaths and others again suffered from the effects of gas poisoning. 



  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
World Wars       Memorial List of FALLEN 
 

1914 to 1918 

Lieutenant                 Harry N Hayes                       Black Watch 

Lance Corporal          John Yellowlees                     Black Watch 

Private                       Duncan Campbell                  Black Watch 

Private                       John Forbes                           Black Watch 

Private                       Edward McDonald                 Black Watch 

Private                       James Marshall                     Black Watch 

Private                       Donald Ross                          Black Watch 

Private                       John Ross                              Black Watch 

Private                       William Scobie                      Black Watch 

Private                       James Stewart                      Black Watch 

Private                       James Salmond                    Black Watch 

Lieutenant                 David McGillivray                 Highland Light Infantry 

Private                       Alexander Scobie                  Highland light infantry 

Captain                     Gordon Stewart Ness             Royal Scottish Fusiliers 

Private                      Peter Ferguson                       Royal Scottish Fusiliers 

Private                      John Cameron                        Cameron Highlanders 

Piper                         Archibald McKinnon               Cameron Highlanders 

Corporal                   Andrew Edmondson                Royal Scots 

TPR                          George McLachlan                   Life Guards 

Gunner                     John Cousins                          Royal Field Artillery 

Private                     Duncan M Taylor                    Canadians 

Private                     William McCall                       New Zealand Forces 
 

1939 to 1945 

2nd Eng.                       Alex Blair                                   Merchant Navy 

Sq. Ldr                         R G Falconar Stewart (DFC)        R.A.F. 

Flt Sgt                         Thomas Graham                         R.A.F. 

L. Bdr                          David G. Kelly                             R.A. 

A.C.W.2.                      Carolene S A Stewart                  W.A.A.F. 

Sapr                            Hugh S McFarlane                      R.E. 

Private                        John Mitchell                             Black Watch 

Sgt                              James Reid                                R.A.F. V.R. 

1st. Rad. Off.               George Smith                             Merchant Navy. 



 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

we will remember them. 

“For your tomorrow, we gave our today”           

                  

 

  Victory bonfires were lit and 

there were great social 

gatherings to publicly 

welcome home those who 

survived, and after the War 

Memorial had been erected 

there were still sufficient 

funds raised at these functions 

to enable iron seats to be 

placed at suitable sites 

throughout the district. Those 

who had lost loved ones found 

these celebrations a great 

ordeal but the general public were so relieved at the war being ended and they were so happy to 

have the returned soldiers back with them, that the celebrations just had to go on. 

After  the  celebrations  we  expected village  life to  more  or  less  return to normal but it 
didn't happen that way. Having seen what the outside world looked like,  and  remember  
travel  was  limited  in  those  days  before  the  war,  some decided that village life was 
not for them. 

Many soldiers and also women who had worked on ''Munitions'' left the district to find 
work in industry, and as everything had been put into the war effort there was a great lack 
of consumer durables and industry was booming, and there was plenty of opportunity for 
workers. On the other hand, some who had left a sedentary job to join up for military 
service could not stand going back to being confined to a room or building again after 
sampling the open air life in the forces, and I use the word forces in this connection to 
include the navy, although most from here joined the army. 



These sought jobs on farms and estates in particular. The estates were in a much 
neglected state with much gale blown timber 
to be cleared and the ground replanted.                                                                                                                           

The huge area of woodland which had been 
felled during the war was left in a most 
unsatisfactory condition as the idea was just 
move on and cut more timber and don't 
waste time tidying up. Many trees were left 
as unsuitable if better ones could be got and 
these were left cluttered up with brushwood. 
Horses were needed to drag out timber and 
cart it to the railway station as there were no 
tractors or motor Lorries. After the war ex-

army horses could be bought for this work and they were very suitable, having been used 
to pulling gun carriages, but they were sold, like all surplus army equipment, without any 

warranty of any sort as to the soundness of limb or indeed, if they had any vice which 
would make them dangerous to their handlers. 

 

                                                                                                                                       
These horses had originally been 
''commandeered' ' by the army as had 
also the hay on which they were to be 
fed. The price of the horses and the 
hay was fixed by a representative of 

the War Office, and even although the 
farmer thought the price too small or 
if he didn't want to sell at all, it made 
no difference, if the army 
representative wanted either the 
horse or the hay or both then they 
were ''commandeered''.””  

A study of the People’s Journal for Perth and Stirling and other sources provides an insight of the impact 
WW1 had on the local community in the last year of the war.  

The year 1918 started rather benign with Lance Corporal Norman 

Cameron and Private David Graham on home leave in January.  
Both were back again on leave in August 1918 and survived the 
war. David’s younger brother Pte. William Graham, son of David 
Graham, Keeper of Braco Hotel, had a more eventful year. William 
Graham, 1/6th Black Watch, was taken prisoner of war in Baugny, 
France, on March 21st 1918, when the German Army started their 

spring offensive, gaining a lot of ground in the months thereafter, when the outcome of the war hung in the 
balance. William was in a POW camp in Frankfurt a/d Oder in April, where he gave his elder sister Elizabeth 
(Bessie) Graham, Main Street, Braco as next of kin.                                                                                                    
Pte. William Graham and Pte. George Scobie, brother of Alexander and William Scobie who paid the 
ultimate price, arrived back in Braco unscathed in January 1919. Pte. Donald Martin, who had been in 

hospital for 5 months and was now slowly recovering, his brother Finlay Martin and Sapper George 
Robertson were also on home leave in the first few months of 1918.  



Pte. Peter Ferguson was on leave in March, was reported to be wounded in the left 
hand in June, and died in September 1918, earning a posthumous Military Medal 
and Bar in 1919 for exceptional bravery displayed. The posthumous Military Medal 
and Bar of Pte. Peter Ferguson appeared briefly in the People’s Journal in February 
and April 1919.  

Others on home leave, before the German offensive started in March 1918, were 

the brothers Alex and Donald McNaughton, Pte. Harry Thomson, Sergeant J. 
Gilchrist and Corporal J. Graham. 

In May 1918 Pte. David Ritchie was reported missing. David Ellis Ritchie was born in 
1894 in Dunning. He entered the 6th Black Watch. His mother married a Mr. Brand 
and they happened to live in Shielhill Farm in Braco at the time of his capture as 
POW on March 21st 1918. David Ritchie survived WW1, married Catherine Scott in 

1924, but unfortunately died of leukaemia in 1927. 
 
In June it was reported that Pte. Bertie [Gill] Masson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Masson, Dunduff Cottages, Braco 
Castle Estate, was killed in action. He was born in Knockando, Elgin, in 1899 and served in the 7th (Fife) 
Battalion of the Black Watch. His parents only recently had relocated to Braco. Therefore his name 
eventually was inscribed on another War Memorial elsewhere. 
 
Other soldiers were on home leave in August and the first half of September: Gunner John Reid, Pte’s. 
(James) Edmonston, Spiers, McLean, Corp. Teasdale and Pte’s. (William) Sinclair and McAinsh. 
 
‘The great push’, which finally won the war, started August 31st. Pte’s. Duncan Graham Campbell and James 
Salmond were to die of wounds in French War Hospitals in September, but their families were only informed 
after the war had ended. 
 
‘Pte. Sam McNaughton, who was badly wounded in the foot, is getting on well now in hospital and Pte. 
Robert M. Taylor is slowly recovering his sight’. 
Pte. Thomas Miller, Pte’s. Peter and William Taylor, brothers of Duncan and Robert M Taylor, and Lieut. 
James McNaughton were home from the front on furlough in October, when Germany was starting to seek 
a negotiated peace. 
 
The death on 29th September 1918 of Greenloaning Schoolmaster Lieut. D. McGillivray of the Highland Light 
Infantry, who had lived with his wife and child in the southernmost house in Front Street, Braco, was duly 
reported and his photo appeared in the People’s Journal of 19th October 1918. 
 
Armistice was declared November 11th 1918 and soldiers were trickling back from the Continent in 
December and January: Corp. King, Pte’s. William Graham, George Scobie, A.H. Anderson, George 
Robertson, James Reid, William Taylor and Alexander Kirkwood. 
 
 
The People’s Journal for Perth and Stirling of 24th October 1914 about Braco reports that ‘Mrs. Taylor has 
been notified that her husband John Taylor, reservist, has been missing since 27th August’. 
John William Byers Taylor was born in Raploch, Stirling in 1885, and son of John Taylor, Postmaster, & 
Margaret Paterson from 1902 he served in the King’s Own Scottish Border Regiment for 3 years and 
thereafter became a reservist for 9 years up to 1914. In January 1907, when he was an Electric Car 
Conductor in Glasgow, aged 22, he had married in Crieff to Elizabeth Gibson, domestic servant, aged 19. 
Before 1911 John Taylor had become postman in Braco, where he lived with his wife and two young children 
in no.7 Front Street. Upon Kitchener’s war appeal he volunteered to go to Belgium in the Royal Army 



Medical Corps, where he was captured in Dour during the Battle of Mons by the advancing German army on 
24th August 1914. 
 

 
                                                                                   

 
 
NOTE.  If you would like more or just a browse on the memorial and the world wars please use my Blog at WordPress 
“Chairman Walter Hanlan” (still being worked on) 
There is a scaled down version of the impact the world wars had in our community in the Booklet WW1 
Commemorations copies can be got frae the shop or contact me 
Walter Hanlan Legion Branch Chairman walter.hanlan@outlook.com. Tele 01786880461. Or I can be contacted 
through the ADT site “ardochtrust” 
 


